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	Tonia’s Comments

	S. A Novel About the Balkans
Fiction
Published 1999
	Slavenka Drakulić
	S. is the story of a Bosnian woman in exile who has just given birth to an unwanted child.  It is the birth of this child that reminds her of an even more grueling experience - being repeatedly raped by Serbian soldiers in the “women’s room” of a prison camp in Bosnia.  Through a series of flashbacks, S. relives the unspeakable crimes she has endured, and in telling her story, timely, strangely compelling, and ultimately about survival - depicts the darkest side of human nature in wartime.

	This is a beautifully written novel - the subject is difficult, but it’s handling is masterful and ultimately leaves the reader with a feeling of hope.  
This author has written several other books as well.  

	Forbidden Bread
Memoir
Published 2009

	Erica Johnson Debeljak
	This book begins with romantic adventure when Erica, a New York financial professional, decides to leave everything behind to follow the new love of her life - Aleš, a womanizing poet who caught her eye at a cocktail party - to his native Slovenia. She struggles to find her place in post-communist Ljubljana, surviving Kafka-esque government bureaucracy, a ridiculously complex language, medieval folk wisdom, and a flock of disappointed ex-girlfriends- all with boundless good humor.  
	A wonderful memoir - entertaining, realistic, and fun - the story of a brave woman jumping into the unknown with both feet. 


	Love Thy Neighbor - A Story of War
Memoir
Published 1996

	Peter Maass
	From the center of the nightmare in Bosnia, a war correspondent’s flaming montage of images - eerie, grotesque, iconic, angry, absurd. In episode after episode, Peter Maass takes us with him into the minefields of modern war: a whole country is the battleground, every living being in it a combatant.  His fierce, vivid, truth-telling and deeply personal book makes us see the devil under the skin- and the thinness of the line between civilization and chaos.

	This book more than any other gets across the complexity of relationships, culture, and war. The stories are unbelievable, and yet true. Mr. Maass has a distinctly  American perspective, but he digs deep into situations that seem ridiculous to uncover some of the ancient cultural history that led to war in the former Yugoslavia, as well as broader truths about ethnic cleansing.

	The Hired Man
Fiction
Published 2013
	Aminatta Forna

	Duro Kolack, a stoic lifelong resident of the Croatian village of Gost, is off on a morning’s hunt when he sees a strange car.  Later in the day, he overhears its occupants, a British woman, Laura, and her two children, have taken up residence in a house Duro knows well.  He offers his assistance, and soon he is at the house every day, helping get it ready as their summer cottage.  But the other residents of Gost are not as pleased to have the interlopers, and as Duro and Laura’s daughter Grace uncover and begin to restore a mosaic in the front of the house that has been plastered over, Duro must be increasingly creative to shield the family from the town’s hostility and his own past with the house’s former occupants.  As the inhabitants of Gost go about their days, working, arguing, and striving to better themselves and their town, their volatile truths whisper ever louder.  
	A powerful novel of a small Croatian town and its dark wartime secrets, brought into the light by a family of outsiders.  This novel uncovers the effects of war on small communities without overwhelming the reader - complicated relationships, secrets, and fears.  

	Girl at War
Fiction
Published 2015

	Sarah Nović
	Zagreb, 1991. Ana Jurić is a carefree ten-year-old, living with her family in a small apartment in Croatia’s capital. But that year, civil war breaks out across Yugoslavia, splintering Ana’s idyllic childhood. Daily life is altered by food rations and air raid drills, and soccer matches are replaced by sniper fire. When the war arrives at her doorstep, Ana must find her way in a dangerous world.
New York, 2001. Ana is now a college student in Manhattan. Haunted by the events that forever changed her family, Ana returns to Croatia after a decade away, hoping to make peace with the place she once called home. As she faces her ghosts, she must come to terms with her country’s difficult history and the events that interrupted her childhood years before. 

	This book navigates not only time, but through difficult subject matter. It flashes back and forth, revealing parallels between America and Croatia, war and peace, and slivers of daily life.  A great read that reveals historical truths - the author is Croatian, grew up in America, and went back after high school to stay with family and friends for an extended period.  Many of their real stories have found their way into this novel.  

	Black Lamb and Grey Falcon
Memoir
Published 1941
	Rebecca West
	Written on the brink of World War II, Rebecca West’s classic examination of the history, people, and politics of Yugoslavia illuminates a region that is still a focus of international concern. A magnificent blend of travel journal, cultural commentary, and historical insight, Black Lamb and Grey Falcon probes the troubled history of the Balkans and the uneasy relationships among its ethnic groups. The landscape and the people of Yugoslavia are brilliantly observed as West untangles the tensions that rule the country’s history as well as its daily life.
	Every reading list has this book noted as the definitive guide to the former Yugoslavia.  It’s a long read (over 1200 pages) but it is well written and provides interesting insights, many of which have held over time.  You have to give it a few hundred pages.  

	Bridge on the Drina
Fiction
Published 1977
	Ivo Andric
	The Bridge on the Drina is a vivid depiction of the suffering history has imposed upon the people of Bosnia from the late 16th century to the beginning of World War I. As we seek to make sense of the current nightmare in this region, this remarkable, timely book serves as a reliable guide to its people and history.
"No better introduction to the study of Balkan and Ottoman history exists, nor do I know of any work of fiction that more persuasively introduces the reader to a civilization other than our own. It is an intellectual and emotional adventure to encounter the Ottoman world through Andric's pages in its grandiose beginning and at its tottering finale. It is, in short, a marvelous work, a masterpiece, and very much sui generis. . . . Andric's sensitive portrait of social change in distant Bosnia has revelatory force."—William H. McNeill, from the introduction
	Although this book focuses most on the area that is currently Bosnia, it best covers the legend, lore, and oral histories that have been passed down. This is the book for those interested in medieval history, and those that love historical fiction. It is dense, but worth the effort to gain an understanding of a culture with very different roots from our own.

	
	
	
	


